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Tigers cam their stripes.
But the part they don’t tell you discusses top
The stripes aren’t a choice.

You are your siripes
And your stripes are you

I was 13 when I got my-first stnpe—
A kiss behind the girl’s locker room.
She wsted like Juicy Fruit gum

Our fumbling was not how [ got it
Mo, I got it on the walk home.

| My mother bought the lie about my bruises
I was always rough during practice
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I could lic about the bruises but not the stripe-

It ran down the right side of my back,
Shoulder blade to buttcheek.
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I request

Hold me tighter I request.
And fill my heart with leaves.
I'll be near you waiting
Making sure you breathe,
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Francis ain’t but nothin®, babe.

We're made of spectral siuff.

You'll blame the ghosis for things that huri.
But I will call your bluff,

I asked vou once before [ left,

I've never been a thief,

I made the choice to wear my heart
Inside your heather sleeves.
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know my body and all that She provides me. [ Listen o whai
She needs and in tun, She protects me—1 understand this now.
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In 5 years, your life will be completely diffcrent

You will do different things with your day.
Ywhwn:niﬂbeadiffmhmthmﬂwmymham
TN

You ﬁllmmﬂtm&hﬂswﬁm;muﬂﬂnmghlh
kitchen in the morning.

-mwuddummdynuwiﬂhuﬁﬁcmmumﬁmjmmt
The geography will have changed slightly. It may even have

>

changed substantially. *
Many of the stores vou visit will be different. /
= a
The songs on the radio will be differcnt than the ones .
you _<£sw
ne will miss
KL 1tk U Ty m—— e ORETREL s
ake you a better In a season in which three of “hust the team.” Pineiro said
R —
g
{'-’- The people around you will be diffcrent people than they were.  ©
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' You may not even be driving up the 205 at 6.02 AM.
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Will vou recognize me?
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How have vou been?

Has the new year been treating you kindly? Do | need 1o have
words with it?

I was delighted to hear about your new job. | can’t wait to hear
more about it!

Oh. | miss you. Sol. I miss you so much.

Is it strange that I'm writing to you when [ know a text will get
o you [aster?

I know I'll see you in the summer, mi Sol. I know, but the
winier barely lets you shine through the haze. and the months |
have to live without vou are dreary.

I look forward to the days when | sec a smile light up your
face.

I lock forward to the days with you in general.

[ sent you a letter recently.

| sealed it with a girasol.

Did you know that “girasol” (sunflower) means “muming
towards the sun™7

I fekt it fitting that my letier be stamped with a flower thar's
always looking for you, Sol.

I bope it gets to you quickly. | hope my love reaches you
quickly. I am always tumning towards the sun in the hope that
the feelings I send it reach you faster.

Love,
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“I think it"s places like this that convince me God is real ™
She said, the sunset matching her every step.
I said nothing as | was not vet convinced.
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Afier a storm, a tree fcll
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It was a greaf tree;

not great from size
(becanse to be honest it
was not that big),

and nod great from =
some divine awe T

(it was not a buming , ﬁ
bush), o :

bt great ;

because il gave the
animals some shade,
and because

even afier it fell,

it did not fall

in pieces but

in one strong

piece with roots
skyward,

and it fell with

o soumd.
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